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rack, in company with fools, obliged to sound and to
wade through the foetid meanderings of an administra-
tion, each day of which is signalized by some new trait
of cowardice and stupidity, this is beyond my strength;
for I perceive no good purpose it can effect Send me,
therefore, my recall, and let me know whether I am to
pass through Holland.

There, for example, I would accept a secret commis-
sion ; because pacification there demands, as an indispen-
sable preliminary, a secret agent, who can see and speak
the truth, and who is capable of captivating confidence. I
do not believe foreign politics afford any opportunity of
rendering greater service to France. I fear, since it is
necessary I should confess my fears, we rely too much
on the ascendency which the aristocracy has gained, of
late years, over the Stadtholdership. I think I perceive
the system of the patriots has not acquired any decided
superiority, except in the province of Holland, which
does but disturb its coestates, or at least inasmuch as it
excites their animosities. Nay, at Amsterdam itself, the
very hotbed of anti-Stadtholder sentiments, was not the
Grand Council though the first to rise against the con-
cession of the Scotch brigade to England, the first to
plead in favor of military convoys, and to demand the
dismission of the Duke Louis of Brunswick ? Was it not
also the first to vote for a separate peace with England,
and for the acceptance of the mediation of Russia?
Was not its admiralty, several of the members of which
depend on the regency, highly involved in the plot which
occasioned the failure of the Brest expedition ? How can
it be otherwise ? The Sovereign Council is only in pos-
session of an imaginary authority. It is the burgomas-
ters, who are annually changed; or even the president
of the burgomasters, who is changed once in three months;
or rather, in fine, such among the burgomasters as gain
some influence of understanding or character over the
others, who issue those orders* that direct the important
vote of the city of Amsterdam, in the Assembly of the
States. When we recollect that the college of sheriffs,
old and new, from which the burgomasters are elected,
contains a great number of English partisans, andfact is that the Duke
